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ing Mountains, as the vaft quantity of Sulphur thence 
fublimed doth feem reafonably to imply: AUo, if we com¬ 
pare o ur Earthquakes, and our Thunder and Lightning 
with theirs; There it lightens almoft daily, efpecially in 
Summer time, here feldome ; there Thunder and Light¬ 
ning is of long duration, here foonover; there the Earth¬ 
quakes are frequent, long, and terrible, with manyPa- 
roxifms in a day, and that for many days; here very fhort, 
a few minutes, and Scarce perceptible. To this pur- 
pole, the Subterraneous Cavities in England are fmall, 
and few compared to the vaft Vaults in thofe parts of 
the World; which is evident, from the fuddain appea¬ 
rance of whole mountains and Illands. 

If yet it {hail be infilled on, that there are other in- 
flamable Mineralsb€fides the Pyrites; we grant there are 
fo, but by the providence of God not to be found in En¬ 
gland, that I know of, and not in any quantity in any 
place of the World, that lean learn: which is well for 
Mankind, becaufe they are very Poyfons, as the Orpi- 
ments; but they are all fpecifically diftineft from Brim- 
ftone; which as we have Ihewn, no Ore yeilds but Iron ; So 
the Orpiments are all Gold Ore; and for fuch the Emperor 
Nero ( as Pliny teftifies who who was of his time and his 
Courtj caufed them to be wrought in quantity, but they 
would not turn to account. And, by the by,fome Authors 
have affigned this as a good reafon,againft any Medicine, 
that lhall be made out of Gold (as fond as we are of an Au- 
rum potabile) as having naturally a deleterious quality. 
But this is befides my purpofe. 


The fecond Paper of the fame perfon concerning the 
spontaneous firing of the Pyrites.. 

I E it lhall be objected, that no Body is kindled by it 
lelf: I anfwer, that it feems to me apparently other- 
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wife; for that Vegetables will heat and take fire of-them- 
felves, as in the frequent inftance of WettHay; andA- 
nimals are naturally on fire, and man doth then fufficient- 
ly demonftrate it, when in a Feavour : But amongft Mi¬ 
nerals, the Pyrites, both in Grofs and in Vapour, is actual¬ 
ly of its own accord fired. Dr .Power has recorded at 
large in his Micrographia a a famous inftance of it j and 
the like not very rarely happens. And that damps natu¬ 
rally fire of themfelves,we have the general Teftimony of 
Miners, and the fame Author. b 

Again theVulcano’s all the World over, argue as much; 
for we, with great probability beleive them to be Moun¬ 
tains made up in great part of Pyrites, by the quantities 
of Sulphur thence fublime'd, and the Application of the 
jLoad-ftone to the ejected Cinder. I go further. 

That thefe Vuicano’s were naturally kindled of them* 
felves, at or near the Creation is probable, becaufe there 
is but a certain known number of them, which have all 
continued burning beyond the Memoirs of any Hiftorie, 
fewornoneof them that I know of, have ever totally 
decay’d or beenextinbt, unlefs poflibly by the fubmerfi- 
on of the whole, being abforpt in the Sea. Though 
they indeed, do burn more fiercely fometimes then at 
others for other rea ons. So that it feems tomeasnatu- 
ral to have abtual fire in the Terreftial World from the 
Creation, as to have Sea and Water. 

Again if thefe Vuicano’s did not kindle of themfelves, 
whatcaufe can we imagine to have done it j If the Sun; 
we anfwer, Hecla, placed in fo extream cold a Climate. 
was kindled for ought I can fee by the Natural Hiftory of 
both, as foon as AZtna, or Fuegos , or the moft Souther lie. 
Not the Accidents hapning from man j for, if man was 
fas we muft believe) created Solitary and Topical, they 
were none of his kindling, becaufe they feem to be fired 

aPowerMicrog. p.< 5 u b Id.p. 181. 
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before the World could be all over Peopled > befides they 
are moftly the very Tops of vaft high Mountains, and 
therefore the moll unfit for the habitation of man. 

If we fay Lightning and Thunder or Earthquakes ; we 
beg the queftion; for the Caufe of the one istheCanfe of 
the other, and they are one and the fame. 

It remains therefore (very probably ) that they were 
kindled of themfelves. 

I for my part know no Subject in the whole Mineral 
kingdom fo generall and lafting for the fuel of thefe 
Mountains, as t)ie Pyrites,- which I have faid alone to 
yeild Sulphur, and naturally refolves it felf into it, by a 
kind of Vegetation. 

About the durable burning of the Pyrites thefe are in- 
ftances. Scotch-coal hath lefs of the Pyrites in it, being 
moltly made up of Coal Bitumen, and therefore it burns 
and confumes quickly, and leaves a white Cinder. Sea 
Coaly or that Coal which comes from Newcaftle by Sea 
to us , and for that reafon fo called, burns llowly; and the 
Sunder land Sea. Coal fo llowly, that it is faid by Proverb, to 
make three fires; this hath much Pyrites mixt with it, 
and burns to a heavy redifli Cinder, which is Iron, by the 
magnet But I have feen, and have a fpecimen by me 
of a Coal from Ireland, theProprietour of the Pits is Sir 
Chriftopher Wandsford, which is faid to be fo lafting, 
that it will continue twenty four hours red hot, and al- 
moft keep its figure: This leems to be in great part Pyrites 
by the weight and Colour. 


The third Paper of the fame per fan, concerning Thun¬ 
der and Lightning being from the Pyrites. 



Icre arc two forts of Inftances ( befides theArgu- 
uents I formerly urged, which tome are alone fuffi- 



